SIR, 


HE SocizTtr of the Ax TI ARIS of ScCoTLAND having conſidered, that Accurate 
Accounts of Pariſhes, Cities, Univerſities, Antient or Remarkable Buildings, Manu- 
factures, &c. accompanied with Suitable Elucidations, would tend to the benefit of the 
Public, have thought proper to approve of the following plan. It is therefore entreated 
that you will tranſmit to their Muſaeum accounts of ſuch pariſhes, &c. as fall more imme- 
diately under your obſervation ; and that you will take the trouble of aſking the affiſtance 

of any of your ingenious friends in promoting this patriotic plan. I am, 

8 IX. 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


JAMES CUMMYNG, Se. 


P L A N. 
Account of the Pariſh of A. 


Steriox 1. The ſituation and boundaries of the pariſh, geographically and topogra- 
phieally deſcribed, with the names, antient and modern, of the pariſh, and the principal 
places in it; the latitude, longitude, and number of acres in the pariſh ; how watered, &c. 
accompanied by two maps, one geographical, and the other repreſenting a bird view of it, 
with a delineation of the nature of the ground, the boundaries of the different baronies or 
eſtates, courſes of mines and minerals, &c.; heights of hills, the quality of their rocks, 
and, when praQicable, trace the ſucceſſion of their ſtrata. In the geographical map, the 
boundaries of city and borough property, royalties, commons, &c.; remains of antiquity, 
fields of battle, antient ſeats, antient churches and chapels, &c. Theſe mage to be on 2 , 
ſcale of three inches to a meaſured mile of 5280 feet. 

Sect. 2. Nature of the ſoils in the pariſh of A.; ſize of the farms ; ſtate of agricul- 
ture; the mode of huſbandry; the rent of land; ordinary endurance of leaſes; ſome 
particular clauſes and preſtations in them; the ordinary produce of the beſt land in the 
pariſh; prices of labour, proviſions, and tools of huſbandry ; 3 how are the | women and 
children employed? 

Are there any farming clubs? the extent of the villages; j ak. markets, cuſtoms, amuſe- 
ments, dreſſes where fingular, plantations of wood, the price of timber, how conveyed to a 
market, how nen more eaſily tranſported, what diſeaſes infeſt the trees, what remedies 
applied. 

The number of inhabitants, taken from actual ſurvey. Proportion of the births to the 
Lurials for ten years paſt. An account of the improvements that have been carried on 
lately in the pariſh, and by whom. 


SECT. 3. State of the high roads, ages A canals, &c. ; expences attending 


them; what tolls? what materials for repairing? ſtatute labcur WR 2 give Sennings of | 
any remarkable bridges, &c. how ſupported * 


Sger. 


SECT. 4. Mines, minera::, and foils; ſtone- q latries; prices of ſtone, lime, raarie, Nc. 

Coal- mines. Give an accurate account of the time and manner they have beeu 
wrought, by whom, and to what extent; number and thickneſs of ſeams, quality, dip, 
and riſe; how trending ; metals cut through in ſhifting ; depths of pits ; machinery 
uſed in draining them. All accompanied by ſubterraneous ſections, repreſenting the ſtate 
of the mine, quantity of coal ſold annually, &c. 

Iron, lead, copper, cobalt, and other minerals diſcovered, in the ſame accurate man- 
ner. Accompanying thele deſcriptions with ſpecimens of the differeat articles. 

In all pits, wells, quarries, and other excavations, mark the ſucceſſive ſtrata from th: 
ſurface to the bottom, deſeribe the materials of which they coaſiit, and meaſure tneir re- 
ſpe&ive thickneſs. Examine, particularly where lime-ſtone appears, whether there are 
any ſhells, moulds of ſhells, or any regularly figured bodies, and mark the depths at which 
they are found. Obſerve, likewiſe, what pebbles, ores, or ſingular ſtones, occur in th: 
| beds of rivers, &c. | 

SecT. 5. Police, trade, and manufaQures ;—deſcription of the nature and exteat 
thereof, whether increaſing or otherwiſe, number of hands employed: Fiſheries, where 
any, to be particularly deſcribed, and the promoters of 2 to be particularly and ho- 

nourably mentioned. | 
Secr. 6. The antiquities of the pariſh, with drawings of ſuch as are any way re- 
markable; as churches, monuments, obeliſks, engraved ſtones, antient arms, old caſtles, 
or fortifications ; together with tranſcripts of any inſcriptions that are curious, antient, 
or throw light upon particular events or genealogies. 

Give a drawing of the church on a ſcale of ten feet to an inch, with an account of its 
foundation, antient name; chapels, ſucceſſion of miniſters till the revolution, and other 
- particulars relating to eccleſiaſtical hiſtory. 

Sect. 7. Miſcellaneous obſervations may conclude the account of the pariſh; and! 't 
will be proper to take notice of any remarkable decorations in the pariſh, of gentlemens 
ſeats ; ſuch as noble manſions, elegant gardens, uncommon trees or vegetables; curious 
portraits of illuſtrious or learned perſons, and remarkable inſtances of longevity ; of the 
ſalubrity or inſalubrity of the climate ; and, in general, of ſuch matters as could not tbe 
properly introduced into the former part of the work. 

Accounts of the pariſhes in Scotland, properly given on ſuch a plan, when depoſited 
in the Muſacum of the Society, each account, with its accompaniments, being contained 
in a drawer or repoſitory marked with the name of the pariſh, and the whole arranged 
alphabetically, would exhibit a noble and complete ſurvey of this part of the united king. 
doms, and enable any remote or collateral heir to an eſtate, who could not reap any ad- 
vantage of his predeceſſor's experience and obſervation, to have acceſs at once to every 
neceſſary elucidation toward the improvement of his property ; and, at the ſame time, 
this collection would be a moſt intereſting and uſeful national attainment. 


